
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
CHAIRMAN’S LETTER    

�
 

In the last Newsletter I commented on the 
awful weather we were enduring at that time but 
said “things can only get better”.   That proved to 
be an accurate forecast.   My garden – and 
probably yours- is wilting in the humid heat – as am 
I!   Will we be shivering in the cold and rain by the 
time you read this? 
 

Whatever the weather I am pleased to 
report that Cheadle Hulme U3A is prospering.   
Membership has now reached 183; we have 
welcomed some new members including two at our 
last meeting.   Our sights are set on 200 by the 
year-end.   Spread the word! 
 

Our finances continue to be sound in the 
capable hands of our treasurer, Tony Hillier, and 
our fund raising efforts on behalf of Francis House 
Children’s Hospice are doing well.   Tony recently 
sent them a cheque for £79.77.   The charity table 
at our monthly meeting raised £59.77 and this was 
increased by £20 when our last speakers, from Age 
Concern, kindly declined to accept a Speaker’s fee 
and agreed that that sum should be added to our 
donation to Francis House; and there is a bonus!   
They meant to bring us some economy light bulbs 
but apparently on leaving their office packed up the 
wrong box and, on arrival at CH U3A, found that 
the box contained an electric kettle! The kettle was 
handed to me and will be one of our fundraisers at 
the end of the year. 
 

Continuing with Age Concern, those of you 
who were at our July meeting will know that they 
have a project called “HEYDAY”.   There can be 
various benefits for HEYDAY members and 
information leaflets will be available at our 
meetings. 
 

As mentioned previously, we welcome 
members wishing to organise events.   If you are 
willing to do so please see Shirley Cawthra who will 
provide you with a copy of the CH U3A guidelines 
for such projects.   In this, Shirley is leading from 
the front and is getting up a festive pre-Christmas 
visit to Chester.   It may seem a long way ahead 
but popular activities do get booked up quickly.   
Shirley will be publicising this at our next meeting – 
probably before you read this! 
 

Enjoy the rest of the summer.   Keep 
coming to our meetings and bring your friends to 
join! 
 

Finally if you know of interesting speakers 
whose subject could be of interest to CH U3A and 
whom we could approach to speak at a meeting, 
please let Bernadette or any committee member 
know. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Paul Leigh
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Autumn 2006 - September Issue Editor:  George Rogers 

U A3
THE UNIVERSITY OF THE THIRD AGE

U A
THE UNIVERSITY OF THE THIRD AGE



 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY ! 
 
 

  DATE    TOPIC    SPEAKER 
  7th September      What your blood says about you    Dr. Carolyne Shiach 
  5th October     A Walk around Manchester    Peter Crumit 
  2nd November     Crown Prosecution                          Tony Taylor 

 
����������	�
����
�	��������������������������
������ ��	����������������������������������������������
���
���������������������������������
�������������� ������������������ �
 
����������� !���������
�
�����������������������������������"��� ���������������������#$����������������� ��
%�����������
�������&'(���������
����
�)�
�
������� �����
��������������������������#$��������
�������� ��
�����������
��&'(
��������������������� �
����������������������������������������*����������� ���������
��&'(����������������
������� 
 
 

 

 

 
ED: I asked Dr. George Wilson, our previous and first Chairman of the Cheadle Hulme U3A to give a little 
insight into how he started out in life, how he became involved with the U3A and what now makes him tick.
 

A native of Barrow-in-Furness, George left 
school at 16 and went to work in the laboratory 
of the local steelmaker.   The works were failing 
and, replying to an advertisement in the “News 
Chronicle”, he found himself working at the 
Atomic Energy Research Establishment, 
Harwell.   The most interesting jobs were it 
seemed to him to be held by graduates and so 
he acquired a qualification from the local 
Further Education college and went back up 
north, to Bradford, to study  
Chemical Engineering.   Although George had 
an Atomic Energy Authority scholarship, with a 
guaranteed job, he felt the pull of academic life 
and stayed on to do a PhD.   It was during this 
time that he was offered help to produce that 
year’s Rag Revue.   Forty years later George 
and Hazel are still heavily involved in amateur 

theatricals.   After completing his PhD he obtained a lecturing job at Huddersfield Polytechnic.   Ten years later 
George moved to Manchester Polytechnic as a Head of Department in the “Toast Rack”.   Three years later, 
he was appointed Dean of Hollings Faculty and held that post for nineteen years.   For the last five years of his 
working life he transferred to the Crewe and Alsager Faculty, from whence he retired. 
 
George has been an active member of the Brookdale Club for over twenty-five years and when a fellow 
member told him about the U3A in Cheadle Hulme he jumped in with both feet.   He believes the U3A to be 
important.   “We are all bombarded with messages about the necessity to exercise to promote our physical 
well-being but there is just as much research to show that we need mental exercise to promote our mental well 
being” George said.   He went on to say  “The government’s cynical refusal to fund Further Education 
expansion and to pay for 16-19 expansion by withdrawing funding from Adult Education makes our work even 
more important.” 
 
As well as the U3A he is very much involved in the back stage side of amateur theatricals at the Brookdale 
Theatre and Players Dramatic Society.   A founder member of the Spanish Group, he also attends Italian 
classes at the local college.   He tries to repay his debt to Further Education by acting as a Governor of 
Macclesfield College.

 
The “Toast Rack” 



 

Now it’s  
your turn – 

 
 

�
�
�
�
�

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

�
�
�

�� Each week a few people turn up early to lay out cha irs 
�� Some help with tea and coffee preparation (rota of volunteers at the desk each month)  
�� One person attends the front door ( sadly for secur ity reasons )  
�� Volunteers are needed to take the minutes at the bi -monthly U3A committee meetings �

�
�����������	�
���������
�������������

�
�
��	��  

� ����
����
�
��� � � � � �	������
�

�
�
���������	�
�
��
����
����
���
�������
����������������

�		����
�������� 
�����
����������
��������	��
�

�������
�������������� �
������
��������	�������	������
��
��� ����	���
���		��������������������
�!�
�
�������
�!�
���	��
"#$�%%���
��������!�	������������������
�����
��
�������

&���
������	��
�
��
��������������
�������	�
�������������
�����
������ ���
�		�������������
���
�
�
�������'%� �
'(�
�
��
���)	���������
���
���	���������	�������
�����������������������
���� �
����������*�)����+�,���-�
���������
���
��������������
�����������	�.��

 
�
�
����
����
�
��           �	������ � � �

 
/&01���.�������
�	�������������
����������

2.�������
���
�����3������

������
���	���)	���������

����	�������
������
�.�		���
�������
���*�������������
�������	���������������������
�
���������	��.�������
��
��������
������

1��
���������������
�����������
����������
���	�����
��	�����������������
�
��
������
��!�
�	�4������
������������	����

�	�&5������	
�����������
����
����������	��
�)��������������6��������
�����7�������
�
��
����6�89:�6��)�������	����*����������	����������	���6�

�������
����������������.����������
�����������
���������������
�	�����	���
�		���
�	���������	���
1��*�.������		��
��������������;��
����)

���������
�����
��7�����		�������)����
��<���
����
����$% (%�

��������	��������
������
�������
����������	�8�����
���
�

�����
�����������
���	��.�������������	��
���
�����
	������������
���*�����	����
�����
������
����������
����
.���	�������
������������

=�
��
������
�����
�����
�������
��
���������
��������<�����
���	��������������<��		���������������*�
�	�������������
��	���������������������>�

�?��?;,�@;A��6�<����		�������������������
B�����
��<�
�
��
��.�		���������������������������������
9	���;��	���*�8�����������*�;��	����=���8���������	�
�	����<�9@;�9@01�C0;):;>�

���
���
���	�����������������
���.��
�
���1���
���D�����������������
��	����.�*������
��
�
��
�
��
��
�
���	���.�	��
����������������
��    
     

Anne & Roy Gorton  



 

DID YOU KNOW ?     
 
 
STOLEN MOBILE PHONES  can be blocked. Just 
dial   *#06#  into your mobile phone. This will give you 
the serial number of your phone. Write it down so that 
if your mobile ever gets stolen you just ring and report 
it quoting this number and your mobile will be blocked 
by your phone company within 24 hours and within 48 
hours by all the other major phone companies. Just try 
retrieving your serial number now. 
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List of Tradesmen:  – 
Our Secretary Joan Wadsworth has offered to compile 
a list of trades people (e.g. electricians, plumbers, 
handymen, etc.). 
If you have any names of people that have done 
satisfactory work for you and they are happy to have 
their name(s) put forward, then please let Joan know.  
The CH U3A cannot provide any endorsement of 
individuals, but the list could provide a starting base. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
The Wilderness Awaits 

 
Only a week 
away from home, 
how tall the eager 
weeds have grown. 
 
Thistle and nettle 
and sturdy docks 
thrusting between 
the lupins and phlox. 
 
The pale slug prowls 
between the leaves 
and the wilderness waits 
at the edge of the trees. 
 
If we should leave 
the green would creep 
and careful gardens 
would stretch and sleep 
 
embracing the wild 
and spreading shade. 
The mark of man’s hand 
would slip and fade. 
 

Alice Rowlinson 

 
 
 
 
 
MACCLESFIELD RURAL U3A  is soon to celebrate its 
10th Anniversary and to start this off a Poetry Workshop 
Day has been organised. The speaker is ex-Cheshire 
Poet Laureate, John Lindley.   
 
The event will be held on Friday, 29th September at 
Langley Methodist Church, Langley, near Macclesfield 
from 9.30am - 4pm.  There will be a light lunch & the 
cost for the day will be £7.50. 
 
Contact organiser Mrs Ann Clowes,  
Creative Writing co-ordinator phone: 01625 575370   

E-mail: Annjohnclowes@ntworld.com 
or phone: Shirley Cawthra 439 3420. 

 
 

 
A Musical Soirée  

 
Return of Phillip Mindenhall 

- celebrated Violinist & team from York 
 

ONE NIGHT ONLY 
in 

Cheshire Suite, County Hotel, Bramhall 
On 10th November 2006 

 
7–7.30pm –  Arrival 
7.30pm –  Concert commences 
8.30–9.30pm –  Buffet 
9.30pm –  Concert re-commences 
     Requests and sing-a-long 

 
Tickets £20.00 – proceeds from the night 

go to Marie Curie – Cancer care  
Enquiries to Janet Jones 
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You don’t need to own a computer to look at the site.  All libraries and some cafés also have facilities 
to connect to the Internet.  It means that you or your friends will be able to look at up to date 
information about Cheadle Hulme U3A (and many other web sites) from anywhere in the world.  
Thanks to the sterling work of John Anderton for the design, with a bit of input from yours truly, we 
have something of which we can be proud. The site is under continuous development as groups 
provide details of their activities. Contact George Rogers with your suggestions for adding to  the site. 
 

This is what the front page looks like (but, in colour of course): - 
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Our Webmaster, John Anderton, 
working through the night to bring 
you our own CH U3A website. 
 



 

The Taj Mahal - a dream fulfilled  
 

I was privileged to visit India in February 
and found the experience fascinating, exciting and 
definitely repeatable.  India has the world’s second 
largest population (1.03 billion) and is tipped to 
exceed China’s in the next few decades.  India’s 
major religion is Hinduism and is practised by 82% 
of the population and Islam is the country’s largest 
minority religion (12%).  Hinduism is very much a 
way of life and “PK” our Hindu guide, tried hard to 
explain how it works – without a founder, central 
authority or hierarchy.  I was particularly interested 
in arranged marriages and the low divorce rate! 

My first impressions of India on our arrival in 
Delhi was of the unbelievably dense traffic, the 

noise of cars and 
motor bikes hooting 
like mad, weaving in 
and out – but no road 
rage; families on 
motor bikes waving at 
us, the tourists; and 
beggars galore.  
Afterwards I became 
aware of the pollution; 
the general tattiness 
on the streets – 
electric cables 
hanging along the 
outside of buildings 
with many buildings 
and roads in a state 

of disrepair; cows everywhere; the persistence of 
souvenir sellers; the Indian obsession with security 
– at airports, etc.; but above all the friendliness of 
the Indian people. 

 
We visited many world heritage sites – 

which are souvenir seller free!  It is interesting that 
the Taj Mahal (the main purpose of my visit) - “a 

symphony in symmetry” and 
described as “the most extravagant 
monument ever built for love” is in 
fact a Moslem mausoleum.  The 
security at the Taj, India’s main 
tourist attraction was acute.  The 
Indians are very aware of the 
terrorist threat. 

Our visit to Varanasi, by the 
sacred waters of the Ganges, was a 
mind blowing experience.  We saw, 
from the river, the daily evening 
Hindu ceremony, an elaborate 
“aarti”  staged on seven floodlit 
platforms by seven priests and we 
saw the burning ghats for the 
cremation of bodies.  And early the 
next morning we saw the Hindu 
pilgrims taking a holy dip in the 
Ganges.

 
Our experiences are too numerous to mention but overall it was my best holiday ever.          Sue Greenhough  



 

 
 
 
TECHNOLOGY GROUP     Co-ordinator Ian Reid 
 

 
 

  
 
All future meetings of the Technology Group will be held at the Heald Green Village Hall, Outwood Road on 

the first Tuesday of each month starting 3rd October at 2pm – 4pm. 
£1 per member is charged at each meeting to cover the cost of hall hire and tea/coffee. 

 
 
 
Anderton Boat Lift - Northwich visit 4th July 

 
On one of the hottest days, with car park tickets discolouring on windscreens, sixteen members 

enjoyed the cool interior of the new reception and exhibition building at the Anderton boat lift. 
 
The whole thing came 
about because of the 
50’ height difference 
between the Trent and 
Mersey canal and the 
river Weaver that 
caused delays and 
costs for the transfer of 
loads between boats in 
the early 19th century. 
 
There was insufficient 
water supply from the 
Weaver for operating a 
lock system and the 
inventive genius of 

Edwin Clark produced the world’s first-ever boat lift in 1875.   It was a steam driven hydraulic system with two 
60’ cylinders vertically below the lower canal level, each raising and lowering a tank of water and boat with a 
total weight of over 200 tons. 
 

The use of canal water in the hydraulic system caused corrosion problems and the operating system 
was changed to a state-of-the-art electrical drive in 1908.   Structural weakness forced closure in 1983. 
 

After £7M of grants this historic equipment has reverted to hydraulic operation using the original 
cylinders and new rams.   It is now powered by a small electric motor with oil instead of water in the hydraulic 
system.   Other state-of-the-art changes are the use of computer monitoring, CCTV supervision of the 
operation and a ceramic coating on the new rams (pistons), which are guaranteed for 99 years.   The visit 
included a boat ride from the Weaver down to the Trent and Mersey canal via this industrial monument. 
 

The following Technology Group meetings will be at the Heald Green village hall on Outwood Road 
commencing at 2.00 pm. 

 
DATE TOPIC SPEAKER 

3rd October Gas Storage L. Roberts 

7th November Energy and Buildings Through the Ages P. Browne 
5th December History of the Internet P. MacDonnell 
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The three walks 
this Spring and 
early Summer 
all had the 
advantage of 
fine weather. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
May - John and Barbara carefully chose a walk 
which took us through bluebell woods in full 
splendour, across formal parkland and alongside 
quiet waters with nesting wild fowl.  This was the 
Marbury Country Park and Anderton Nature 
Reserve walk, which John describes and illustrates 
so beautifully in the Group Diary. The fascinating 
Anderton boat lift and that stretch of the Trent-
Mersey canal would make the journey worthwhile. 
The five mile route followed the path along the river 
Weaver and Witton Brook into the Nature Reserve 
and then onto the Country Park and alongside 
Budworth Mere, finally back along the canal 
towpath.  
           We were silent in the long hide overlooking 
Haydn’s Pool as we watched the reed buntings and 
scanned the water and reed beds for dippers, 
mallards, coots, redshank, ringed plovers and 
sanderlings.  We half hoped to catch a glimpse of 
the pair of oyster catchers, seen nesting here this 
year. In the woodland beyond the pool, sunlight 
and dappled shade played across the swathes of 
bluebells that stretched along the brook beneath 
the trees, now in young green leaf: one of the real 
delights of our Spring walks.  We then followed the 
edge of Budworth Mere just as a heron gracefully 
took off and flew effortlessly across the surface of 
the water. We went on into the grounds of Marbury 
Hall, crossing the park’s avenue of stately lime 
trees. 
           Marbury Country Park was once part of a 
much larger country estate with a history that dates 
back to the 13th century.  The last Hall was, 
however, demolished in 1968 and Cheshire County 
Council leased the area from ICI in 1975 and 
began restoring the derelict land to develop a forest 
amenity for the community and creating a variety of 

habitats for the flora and fauna of the area. The 
adjacent Anderton nature park is now a wild life 
haven, transformed from the industrial wasteland 
next to the Victorian boat lift and along the Trent 
and Mersey canal. Close by is the Stanley Arms 
which provided us with an excellent choice of 
meals for lunch at the end of our walk. 
 
June -  The week leading up to the walk had been 
very hot and dry. This was not the weather for 
walking on the exposed limestone plateau around 
Peak Forest village as we had intended and had 
announced at the general meeting the week 
before.  Instead we switched to that lovely stretch 
of country along the Goyt valley just south of Taxal.  
Here the woodlands, which alternate with meadows 
along the valley bottom, promised some shade and 
a cooler walk. 
           From the top of the dam, which holds back 
the waters of Fernilee reservoir we looked down 
into the deep valley to the north. This was to be the 
beginning of our route to Taxal.  On the western 
slopes above the woodland the white blossom of 
the hawthorn and blackthorn were still a striking 
sight on the hillside. Higher still and just below 
Taxal Edge a broad sweep of rhododendrons 
looked somewhat out of place just below the 
summit moorland.  The smaller area of 
rhododendrons on the other side of the valley 
created a startling splash of colour just below the 
dam. 
           The walk beside the Goyt was easy but the 
footpath up to Taxal church was steep enough to 
justify a brief stop in the shade of an ancient yew 
on the edge of the church yard. The path for our 
homeward journey now, more or less, followed the 
contours of the hillside above the trees giving fine 

Whaley Bridge Canal Basin 



 

views across the valley towards Long Hill and the 
old road to Buxton.   Further on we could look 
across the dark waters of Fernilee.  The scene now 
was one of somewhat isolated rural tranquillity. 
Once, however, this was the way to Errwood Hall 
and its community of estate workers in the upper 
valley; a lively farming area and the route followed 
by the railway to Cromford. 
           It is strange to think that beneath those 
waters lie the fields and farms, tracks and cottages 
which created a much busier landscape just a 
century ago.  The High Peak Railway, which ran 
between Cromford and Whaley Bridge, along the 
eastern side of the valley closed in 1892. Then 
Fernilee was the first of the two reservoirs to be 
created in this valley and was completed in 1937 to 
supply water to the Stockport Corporation. The 
gunpowder mill, which occupied a site near the 
dam, had ceased production in 1920 and its ruins 
now lie deep beneath the waters.  
 
July - Keith Crowther led a walk in the Marple 
Bridge area, starting from Brabyns Park. The 
weather was perfect and the walk was a 
comfortable four miles. The route followed the 
River Goyt to Ironbridge and then on through the 
meadows past the confluence of the  Goyt and 

Etherow and up into the woods on  to the Peak 
Forest canal.               

There was a short detour along the canal to 
view the Marple Aqueduct before following the 
towpath up to Top Lock. This route passes all the 
locks that allow the narrow boats to descend the 
steep incline from the junction of the Peak Forest 
canal and the Macclesfield canal.  At the higher 
levels the group had fine views across to  Werneth 
Low and Mellor before returning via Marple Marina 
and Marple Memorial Park to Brabyns Park and 
then on to lunch at the Spring Gardens Hotel in 
Marple Bridge. 
               There are some good walks around 
Marple and this is one of the best with the added 
interest of the canal engineering, dating back to the 
early 19th century. The Marple aqueduct was 
completed in 1800 to carry the Peak Forest canal a 
hundred feet above the river Goyt.  The last of the 
flight of sixteen locks in the Marple flight was built 
in 1804, a tram-road having been used to connect 
the lower and upper sections of the Peak Forest 
canal before this. 

 
 

Derek Weedon

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY LUNCH – 15 TH OCTOBER 2006 
 

Venue:  Rossini Tratoria, Wilmslow Road 
Cheadle (opposite the Post Office) 

 
Time:  12.45 pm 

 
Menu:  Buffet – self service, as much as you can eat. 

   Mainly Italian, but including other dishes 
 

Cost:  £8.95 per person. Sweets, coffee/tea extra 
 

Please order and pay for drinks at the bar 
 

Deposit: £2 per head to Chris Read 
 

 
Please let Chris Read know, by 5th October, if you are coming along. 
Deposits at September or October meetings or to Chris (cheques to B. C. Read) 
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Beeley and Chatsworth  - 17th May 2006 
 
Conditions:  Cloudy and mild (16°C) with a light SW breeze and rain showers in the afternoon. 
 
The walk:  10.5km (6½-mile) from Calton Lees across meadows to Beeley village, along Beeley Brook up 
through woodland onto the wild moorland, through woodland and beside lakes before descending from 
Chatsworth’s Elizabethan Hunting Tower and returning, past Chatsworth House through the park beside the 
Derwent. 
 
Arriving at Calton 
Lees at this most 
beautiful time of the 
year, and faced with 
a choice of popular 
walks from this 
location, our party of 
six walkers decided 
to discuss the options 
over coffee on the 
terrace of the nearby 
Garden Centre. The 
choice made, we set 
off at 11.20 a.m. on 
the first leg, a 20-
minute stroll to the 
village of Beeley, 
across the road bridge and on to the meadows, 
through flocks of sheep and their lambs, with the 
river on our right. 
 We strolled up through the village from the 
Devonshire Arms, beside Beeley Brook.  In a small 
paddock, on the edge of a patch of woodland 
above the stream to our right, we came upon a 
collection of shed-like wooden shelters and piles of 
logs which turned out to be home to a turkey cock 
and, perched on the wall nearby, an equally 
magnificent, colourfully feathered, cockerel.  With 
the incline gradually increasing, we left the village 
behind, with a densely wooded embankment to our 
right..  
 After a half-hour climb we emerged at the 
head of the clough, on to a vantage point in a 
clearing of grass and well-placed boulders – a 
perfect high place for our picnic lunch. 

Lunch over, we rejoined the footpath above 
the forest, for another short ascent on to the moor. 
Soon we began a gentle descent on to grassland 
passing through more flocks of sheep and their 
lambs whilst enjoying glorious views across the 
Derwent Valley and the hills above Bakewell..  

 
 

 
To our left, we could also see the forecast 

rain approaching from the south-west.  
 Near Park Farm we crossed a stile into the 
Chatsworth Country Park and continued, straight 
ahead to pass the lakes. Beyond some early 
rhododendron blooms, we glimpsed and made our 
way through the trees to The Hunting Tower, a 
picturesque spot, where we sat a while before 
making the 60m-descent on steep uneven, wet and 
slippery stone steps down to Chatsworth House.  
 From the house and out across the bridge 
over the Derwent  we walked through the 
meadows, joining more sheep and lambs beside 
the Derwent on the last leg of our walk back to the 
car park at Calton Lees. Here the rain finally caught 
up with us and we were all forced to don cagoules.  
 The rain had eased a little by the time we 
reached the car park (4.15 p.m.) and we were soon 
changed; then into the cars to return, for well-
earned tea and cakes, to the nearby Garden 
Centre before it closed for the day and we began 
the journey home. 
 

John Anderton

 

L-R: Gillian, Ann, Roger & Paul 



 

High Peak Junction - Cromford Canal 

Cromford Canal  - 21st June 2006 

 
 

Conditions:  About 15C° with a lively 18mph SW wind, bright and  partly cloudy. 
The Walk:  5 miles (8km); ascent of 720ft (220m). Easy, but with one fairly steep ascent. Grid reference 
SK300571. Black Rocks – Walk No. 738 in the AA’s 1001 Walks in Britain. 
 
Terrain: well-graded canal towpaths, lanes, forest paths and a railway track-bed. Listed as having several 
stiles, these turned out to be either small narrow wicket gates or very wooden step-stiles,  
involving little or no climbing. 
 
The strong SW wind and squally rain of the 
previous day had passed during the night and the 
cloudy skies became lighter and brighter as we 
made the 40-mile journey south, along the A6, in  

two cars towards Matlock. We arrived in Cromford 
and parked in a small roadside car park across the 
road from Arkwright’s Mill. 
Setting off at about 11.15 a.m. we walked back, 
beside the gaunt fortress-like old stone mill 
buildings, and crossed the A6 to reach the village 
market place. Here, we turned right down the 

narrow Scathin Lane, past the Boat Inn, to arrive 
beside the village mill pond. Around the pond, on 
Water Lane, we paused to look at a working 
waterwheel before returning to the main street for 
the steep climb up Cromford Hill. Leaving the main 
road to go via back lanes, we passed a row of 
ancient single storey almshouses, all the time 
climbing towards Black Rocks from where we 
would have joined the High Peak Trail (the track-
bed of the former Cromford and High Peak 
Railway). However, the route from the village had 
been quite a stiff climb so, ignoring a path to the 
top signed for Black Rocks, we took a public 
footpath which went easterly from the end of a road 
of 1960’s housing. This path, following the contour 
of the hillside, provided us with fine views out 
between cottages (and a couple of Romany 
caravans) across Cromford to the left. As for the 
Black Rocks, we were content to view them on the 
skyline to our right from our more or less level path. 
From the hillside fields our path took us through a 
pine forest, where we passed under a bridge of the 
High Peak Trail. Here the track-bed sloped downhill 
into the valley so steeply it was hard to envisage 
how trains could have been hauled up it. Emerging 
between forest on the left and farmland ahead, as  

The mill pond, Cromford village 



 

a change from the dark pine forest, we deviated 
from the route map slightly. This took us on a 
parallel course to the forest-edge trail, on a gradual 
descent across a field to return to the forest on a  
steep downhill path. Coming out of the forest about 
60 feet above the A6 roadway, we passed through 
a gate into the top of a field with good views of the 
wooded hillsides on the opposite side of the 
Derwent. Here, at a row of well-placed rocks, in the 
shade of an oak tree we had found just the place to 
stop for lunch. 
After a little over half an hour, relaxing on this 
pleasant hillside, we made our way down to the 
road, crossed opposite some cottages and found 
the ginnal leading down to the High Peak Junction 
and the Cromford Canal, beside the Midland 
Railway line and River Derwent. The old junction 
site, with its charming little museum shop, and 
picnic tables beside the canal, just couldn’t be 
ignored so we lingered a little longer here to look 

around before the final lap, an easy stroll along the 
towpath of the picturesque shallow and narrow 
canal back to Cromford wharf. From the wharf it 
was then only a short walk back to the cars to 
change out of our boots before crossing to the mill 
yard for refreshments in a pleasant little tea room, 
before setting off for home at 3.30 p.m. 
The morning traffic through Buxton had been very 
slow and we had been diverted onto a longer route 
due to road works. So, at Roger’s suggestion, we 
returned via Chatsworth (also following Roger on 
the shortcut from Sparrowpit to Chapel-en-le-Frith) 
and this proved a pleasant alternative route home.  
 
 

John Anderton 
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If you would like items published in the Newsletter, please hand them to the Newsletter Editor at one 
of the Members’ Meetings 

 
Closing date for copy for the next Newsletter  

is at the Members Meeting on Thursday 2 nd November 2006 
 



 

������� ���!"���"!#$�
�

 
On the 23rd June the Family History Group 

made their first of two walks around Cheadle 
Hulme in order to establish the whereabouts of 
the original homes (as far as one can in the 
modern landscape), of the many Servicemen who 
fell in World War I and are commemorated on the  
Memorial.   This proved to be a fascinating day 
even if tiring, by the time we had completed all the 
twists and turns of the walk ably mapped out by 
Hilary. 

 
We went into Madison Avenue with its 

middle-class housing proven by the inscribed 
name of one house on its gatepost.   We passed 
the site of Pinfold Farm and crossed the railway 
bridge on Heathbank Road where the original 
station for Cheadle Hulme was built.   We then 
enjoyed a fascinating chat with a gentleman who 
occupied what he said was the only Grade 1 
listed building in the village.   This delightful black 
and white timbered house was on the corner of 
Hulme Hall Road and Higham Street and he said 
it was thought to be the Horse and Jockey Public 
House. 
 

We went down the side of his home 
walking on the cobbled streets long used by 

residents over the centuries which we were told 
was originally Market Street in Cheadle Moseley, 
that was later to be renamed Cheadle Hulme.   

 
The neighbourhood watch was fully 

operational at Smithy Green when we stopped to 
look at a row of small terraced houses in which 
we believe, subject to no re-numbering, three of 
our soldiers lived.   One householder thought we 
were looking at them with a view to pulling them 

down!   Perish the thought 
that a family history group 
should be considered 
guilty of such a crime!!   A 
trudge around the Parish 
Church graveyard was 
successful in identifying 
the Commonwealth 
Graves Commission 
headstone of J Boon but 
our very able cameraman, 
John Anderton, sadly saw 
his camera lose bits from 
it that remained hidden in 
the grass despite a 
search.   
  
 By now a hungry and 
hot bunch of people 
needed feeding and a 
happy hour and a half 
was spent at the 
Governors discussing our 
trip. 
 

We resumed our walk passing Raven 
Cottages and noted the 1912 date of the building 
of the Police Station as well as the War Memorial 
itself.   We went into Bellfield Avenue, another 
soldier’s home, and on to the present Cheadle 
Hulme Station to view Station Cottages, a lovely 
quiet backwater, where soldier Kelcher had lived. 
 

It was a fascinating and enjoyable day and, 
because we had a focus, one that surprised us 
all, as to how thoroughly we re-looked at Cheadle 
Hulme.   The help of John and Hilary was 
invaluable and we hope to call upon their 
expertise once more when we go on our second 
walk up Gill Bent to look at other addresses and 
places of interest that were relevant to the lives of  
our chosen men.     

 
Judith Durrant 

ED: Enjoying a well earned rest at the Governor’s – photo John Anderton 
L-R: Judith, Keith, Hillary, Gillian, Allison & David 


