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In the words of the song “Spring is a 
little late this year”.   As I write this 
(mid April) it is cold with rain and sleet; 
though things can only get better! 
 
At Cheadle Hulme U3A we are a hardy 
upbeat crowd not daunted by such 
minor hardships, so attendance at our 
meetings has remained gratifyingly 
high throughout the winter.   Equally 
pleasing, in recent months we have 
welcomed a number of new members.   
All our groups are flourishing and 
various outside activities have taken 
place. 
 
This year the U3A Trust AGM will be 
held in early September at Chester; 
not too far to travel for those interested 
in participating.   Full details will be 
available shortly and will then be on 
the notice board at our monthly 
meetings.   We have also been asked 
to provide stewards for the AGM (no 
doubt the same request has been 
made to other U3As in the North 
West).   I do not think that the  
 
 

 
 
demands will be too onerous – 
basically directing attendees to the 
appropriate rooms for the various 
sessions.   Will anyone willing to assist 
please have a word with me? 
 
The U3A Trust has again arranged an 
attractive programme of seminars and 
other activities during the summer in 
various locations, unfortunately mostly 
taking place some distance from 
Cheadle Hulme.   Nearer to home we 
are invited to participate in a wide 
range of learning opportunities at 
Stockport College (see page 6).   
Details of all the above activities will 
be on the notice board at the monthly 
meetings.    
 
With our thoughts now turning to 
holidays plus demands of our gardens, 
family commitments and all the above 
U3A activities on offer, there could be 
a busy summer ahead – all we need 
now is sunshine! 
 
My best wishes to all our members. 
                                                     

Paul Leigh

 
Speakers Please  

  
Are you hiding your light under a chair in the church hall when you could be up at the front, 
telling us about your career, your hobbies, your passions, holidays or adventures? 
I believe we have a wealth of experience and expertise within our membership - please share 
some of this. If you think you can help, or know of anybody else who might be willing to speak 
to us, please contact the Speaker’s Secretary, Bernadette Murray-Robb.

Summer 2006 - June Issue Editor:  George Rogers 

U A3
THE UNIVERSITY OF THE THIRD AGE
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TECHNOLOGY GROUP      
 
 
February 28th was a rather 
special day for the Group as it 
was the first “out of house” 
meeting.   The Museum of 
Science and Technology at 
Castlefield was the venue, and 
the subject, “History of Manchester’s 
sewerage and water systems from 
near Roman times to the present” was 
a 45 minutes presentation in the 
format of screen stills with a most 
interesting commentary by museum 
curator Meg McHugh.   Following 
questions and answers, our party of 16 
then spent time viewing and 
discussing the museum’s exhibits 
associated with this taken for granted, 
but never discussed, very essential 
service. 
 
A few days later on March 6 th, 6 of us 
met at the Manchester Bridgewater 
Hall for The Institute of Electrical 
Engineers Faraday Lecture entitled 
“Mission Impossible”. This illustrated 
lecture encompassed the present and 
potential future technology required to 
address the impact on global 
environment.  Although an awe 
inspiring subject it was an absorbing 
and interesting insight into how 
technology is being, and could be, 
harnessed for tomorrow’s world.  
 
There has been a gradual increase in 
numbers attending the Group’s 
monthly meetings so it has become 
rather impractical to hold meetings at 
members’ residences.   It was then 
agreed to hire a room (inclusive of 
kitchen facilities) at the Heald Green 
Public Hall and on March 28 th 16 
members attended when our Group 
Leader Ian Reid delivered a most 
riveting talk entitled “Grandchildren’s 
Legacy”- a cool look at global 
warming. Methodically, and 
painstakingly Ian had investigated and 
noted a wide spectrum of subject 
material – coal; gas; oil; biomass; tide;  
 

 
wind; marine and nuclear – from 
various professional institutes, 
universities, Government 
representations and other salient 
sources.    This was brought together 
in the form of flip-chart information 
indicating facts and figures; graphs; 
statistics; financial implications; 
environmental considerations etc. all 
associated with the issue of climate 
change and energy problems.   
Supplementary information was 
passed around as Ian guided us 
through this awesome subject. He 
thoughtfully concluded that due to 
rationing, materials/fuels shortages, 
smog etc. future climatic change and 
energy source problems are set to be 
a legacy for our grandchildren. 
 
The talk was so informative and 
attention gripping that unconsciously 
we over-ran the usual finishing time 
such that there was no time for the 
usual questions and answers before 
we had to vacate the room.    
 
April 25 th ,the last of the current 
programme, was a visit to Virtalis the 
highly specialised virtual reality 
consultancy practice based in Sale.    
Working in 3D, interactive 
visualisations for commercial, 
industrial and defence projects are 
created; integrating software, 
hardware, electronics, human factors 
and design, into mind-boggling 
technology.  
 
The visit comprised 3D. presentations, 
hands-on demonstrations and 
questions/answers.   David Clark the 
Business Development Manager, led 
us through the history and 
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development of the consultancy then 
skilfully on to the function techniques 
behind this complicated technology 
and at a level which was technically 
quite understandable to all 13 present.     
 
Computer aided design working 
drawings for manufacturing and 
installation purposes are then 
compiled from this interactive 3D 
visual simulation process.      
 
This enables designers and engineers 
to make objects, wheels, gear-trains 
etc move; lift off engine parts; peer 
inside the most complicated of 

mechanisms and even the inside of 
the human body!   Absolutely amazing 
– and it is British!              
 
With the exception of the summer visit, 
the Group will next meet on the first 
Tuesday of each month commencing 
October 3rd at 2pm.  
  
Hoping you all have a happy and safe 
summer wherever your travels take 
you.  
 

                                             
Errol and Carole Formilli

  
----------------------------- 

 
Summer Outing  - The Technology Group is arranging a visit to the Anderton boat lift 
(near Northwich) on Tuesday, 4th July. Places are being reserved for the one-way boat 
journey through this historic mechanism and to complete the booking we need a quick 
response from at least 12 applicants. Later applications will be accepted. 
 
The cost will be £4.50 each for entry to the explanatory exhibition and the short boat 
trip, but members may wish to book on the day for a return boat ride into Northwich. 
 
Travel will be by car and passenger places can be offered or requested on the 
application sheet. There are various eating-places in the district and each car-load can 
decide whether to join a nucleus group at one of these for lunch before the visit. 
 

This event is open to all U3A members. 
 
 
All future meetings of the Technology Group will be held at the Heald Green Village 
Hall, Outwood Road on the first Tuesday of each month starting 3rd October, 2nd 
November and 5th December 2006 at 2pm – 4pm. (speakers to be announced).  
 
£1 per member is charged at each meeting to cover the cost of hall hire and tea/coffee. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Guidelines for organising Cheadle Hulme U3A Events 
 
Your committee does greatly appreciate, encourage and welcome those who wish to 
organise events such as Theatre Visits, outings etc. and a set of guidelines is available 
from the Events Secretary, Shirley Cawthra. 



 

DID YOU KNOW ?     
 
You may be entitled to a FREE passport if you’re a British national born on or before 
2nd September 1929. If you qualify and applied for a passport since 19th May 2004 you 
can apply for a refund. Further information – call or write to  
 
 

Passport Adviceline 
on 0870 521 0410  

(Calls charged at the national rate) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Internet users – DID YOU KNOW? 
 
 
PETROL  - You can obtain FREE 
daily, weekly or monthly lowest 
fuel prices within a 5 mile radius of 
your home by going to the 
following website. 
 

 
 
 
 
ALSO – Go to  www.pipelinecard.org/whatispipeline.html to see how you could save 
5p to 7p per litre on your fuel. 
 
 
 
HOUSE PRICES - You can find out the selling prices of houses near you. 
Go to www.ourproperty.co.uk/ and obtain up to date Land Registry and Registrars of 
Scotland data completely free of charge. ��
�
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REMINDER 

 
There may still be some places, but 
do be quick and phone without delay 
 
2nd June is the last day for applying 

for the Summer School at the 
Stockport College. 

 
Contact Heidi Walker: 

0161 958 3266 
�

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      

   (Provided by Margot Usansky) 
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The  February walk  was led 
by Walter and Philippa 
Fitzpatrick.  I am sure we all 
enjoy the winter walks when 
the air is keen and the day is 
dry; when high clouds cast their  
shadows across the distant slopes and 
sunlight brightens the landscape 
between each passing shadow.  Such 
was the day of this walk. 
 
From the Ram’s Head in Disley we 
climbed above the church to follow 
Green Lane on the eastern edge of 
Lyme Park.  This is part of the Gritstone 
Trail. The clear air gave us distant 
views; first across to The Cage and 
beyond and then eastwards across the 
Goyt valley to Kinder Scout. We 
continued to climb as the path goes on 
towards Bowstones but before that 
landmark we turned east to follow the 
bridleway down to the main road and 
on to the canal. 
 
The bridleway was stony, but it gave 
firm under-foot conditions and it allowed 
us to walk two or three abreast.  We 
could certainly have passed any 
approaching horse but we did not 
expect to see a motor vehicle.   In fact 
we met two, both quite large white 
vans, within a fairly short space of time. 
They may have been making deliveries 
to the farm. But I think one at least, was 
trying to use this as a short cut down to 
the main road.  He had quite a job 
trying to reverse up the steep track 
before labouring with a nine-point turn 
between high banks. At this point our 
attention was divided between watching 
his manoeuvres and following the 
sparrow hawk high above us as it 
hovered and swooped on the hillside. 
 
The canal towpath back to Disley, along 
the Peak Forest Canal is a familiar 
route, but never fails to delight. There 
are the simple but elegant stone 

bridges and the views 
across the valley, because 
the canal clings to the 
hillside, well above the river 
here. We got back to the 

Ram’s Head for a convivial lunch that 
continued into the late afternoon. 
“These retired folk have no sense of 
time,” I heard one young girl say. 
 
The March walk  in the Macclesfield 
Forest area was wet and muddy. The 
lower slopes on Tegg’s Nose were 
steep and slippery and the distant 
views blurred. Some walks are best 
only half remembered, yet the group 
was surprisingly cheerful.  It rained or 
drizzled continuously and low cloud 
crept down from the hills.  By the time 
we approached the derelict Forest 
Barn, the tall pines were veiled in mist 
or fine drizzle giving the place a sombre 
and mysterious quality and we followed 
each other silently, in single file. If 
nothing else it was an atmospheric walk 
beneath the trees. 
  
Eventually we came out onto the broad 
forest track that leads down to the 
Leather’s Smithy and then on to the two 
lower reservoirs. As we left the 
enclosed places of the close set trees 
the lively conversation started up again 
with just occasional pauses to admire 
the views across the valley and back up 
to Tegg’s Nose, all reflected in the still 
waters of the man made lakes. 
 
The group pressed on doggedly and 
without complaint, proving that we are 
not just fair weather walkers. After the 
walk we did drive on to the Butley Ash 
for a bit of warmth. As John Anderton 
wrote in the diary “It is on days like this, 
with spirits undampened, after a 
morning spent in our wet but glorious 
countryside, that the tradition of lunch 
at the pub at the end of a walk has 
proved to be well considered.” 
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April   Ken and Joan organised a 
familiar but delightful spring walk on the 
western edge of Lyme Park and they 
also managed to find a day that held all 
the promise of a belated spring. 
               
The five mile walk started from Higher 
Poynton, followed the Macclesfield 
canal northwards then climbed gently 
into Lyme Park and followed the 
contours above Westgate house.  The 
canal was busy on this bright sunny 
morning and a variety of freshly painted 
narrow boats lined both banks and 
cheerful boat owners were preparing 
their craft for the summer days ahead.  
The trees and hedges along the 
towpath were still leafless except for the 
willow: but looking more closely you 
could see burgeoning buds and traces 
of blossom, all ready to burst into a new 
cycle of life.  
               

 
As we climbed the estate’s farmland 
above the canal the family groups of 
sheep in the fields reinforced our sense 
of Spring. Then walking southwards 
along the upper slopes we could see for 
miles across the plains below, pausing 
to pick out landmarks in Stockport and 
Manchester and watching the clouds 
changing shape and reflecting the 
sunlight. 
 
We ended the walk at the Boar’s Head, 
a little later than anticipated, but in time 
for another excellent pub lunch.  The 
good menu of home cooked foods and 
the warm atmosphere attracts a lot of 
people, even in the middle of the week. 
The service there met the challenge of 
our numbers and we had a very 
cheerful welcome. 
 

 
Derek Weedon
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�� If the ice caps melted completely, the sea level across the world would rise by 
around 250ft – enough to put Big Ben under water. 

 
�� There are over 500,000 earthquakes in the world every year. Of these, 100,000 

can be felt and 1000 cause damage. 
 

�� The Pacific Ocean covers nearly a third of the globe. It contains more water 
then all the world’s other oceans and seas put together.�

�
�
 

 
 
 
 

 
The Senility Prayer 

 
Grant me the serenity to forget the people I never liked anyway, 

The good fortune to run into the one that I do, 
And the eyesight to tell the difference 

 
(Provided by Chris Read) 

 



  8

Extracts from the Third Wednesday Walking Group Diary 
 
 
15th March 2006: STYAL AND LINDOW COMMON 
 
Conditions : Cold and damp, after 
several days of rain and more 
overnight. Overcast to start, with bright 
spells developing by mid-day – 6-8°C 
with a 13mph easterly wind. Very wet 
underfoot, waterlogged and flooded 
fields, streams and rivers in spate. 
The Walk : Map reference SJ836836, 
Sheet 109. A 7½ (cum 8½) mile circular 
walk through the Cheshire countryside 
around Wilmslow, across Styal Country 
Park and Lindow Common. 
 
Led by Joan and Ken eleven of us set 
out from Styal Village, past the 
Apprentice House and Norcliffe Chapel 
and into Northern Woods to descend 
and cross Kingfisher Bridge to follow 
along the banks of an almost 
overflowing and full spate River Bollin.  
On reaching the bridge at Giants 
Castle, we found the outfall of the 
three-quarter-mile millwheel tailrace 
tunnel almost hidden beneath the 
surging river.                 
 
Later our riverside path passed by 
Arthur’s Wood (named after its former 
owner Arthur Greg). Devoid now of its 
once tall tree canopy it was here that 
protesters built tree houses in an 
attempt to prevent the construction of 
the airport’s second runway.  
 
After a coffee break we crossed the 
A538, onto a section of the Bollin Valley 
Way – a trail that runs for about 23 
miles, from Partington to Macclesfield, 
sometimes along the river and never far 
from it. After leaving the riverside to 
climb up onto farmland we found a very 
bedraggled-looking ewe stuck firm in 
the hedgerow brambles. A Swiss army 
knife was produced with which to cut 
away the thorns after which the ewe 
rapidly retreated to the other side of the 
field. 
 

Later, some miles on and in need of 
refreshment, we stopped for lunch 
beside a private fishing pond, a 
picturesque spot, on the western edge 
of Lindow Moss.  On then to Lindow 
Common, past Black Lake to the 
western edge of Wilmslow where, on 
The Carrs, we rejoined the banks of the 
Bollin to return to Styal Country Park at 
Twinnies Bridge. 
 
19th April 2006: TEGG’S NOSE TO 
KERRIDGE 
Conditions : 10-12°C with a cool 
14mph west breeze and moderate 
visibility. Rain showers clearing by mid-
day, but staying overcast. Very wet and 
muddy underfoot. 
The Walk : Map reference SJ950733, 
Sheet 118. A moderate 5-mile circular 
walk, all ups and downs but with 
fantastic views, from Tegg’s Nose to 
Kerridge Hill and Kerridge End (near 
Macclesfield).  
 
For this Third Wednesday Walk, 
immediately following the Easter 
holiday weekend, only four of our 
intrepid male walkers turned up at the 
rendezvous in Swann Lane.  
Setting off in our waterproofs from 
Tegg’s Nose, we turned right, out of the 
entrance to the Visitor’s Centre, and 
walked a short distance up the old 
Buxton Road to a fine old stone 
residence, aptly named Windyway 
House. Opposite, beside a farm track, 
we climbed a wall stile on the right and 
crossed a field to the first of a series of 
wicket gates, all bearing the yellow 
footprint way-markers for the Gritstone 
Trail, through which we climbed steadily 
across the fields, in a northerly 
direction, before descending, crossing 
the Buxton New Road and traversing 
the deep Gulshaw Hollow. Once back 
on the heights, and now that the rain 
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had stopped, we enjoyed the 
spectacular views along the trail 
towards Rainow and Kerridge.  
 
Reaching the B5470 and after passing 
Tower Hill Cottages, on the edge of 
Rainow, we resisted the temptation to 
continue straight on to the Rising Sun 
pub (with its “FOOD NOW AVAILABLE” 
sign just visible ahead of us) and 
followed the yellow footprint sign, to go 
right, down an old green lane, for the 
ascent of Kerridge Hill. The path 
gradually rose ever higher, until 
eventually we crossed another path and 
made a short sharp ascent diagonally 
left, almost directly upward. After 
pausing to regain our breath, beside a 
stone field wall, we crossed into the 
next field where, although the hillside 
became even steeper, the path 
followed the contour to make the final 
ascent to the top very much easier but 
no less dizzying with its birds-eye view 

of the fields around Rainow 100 or so 
metres below. 
 
Once on the ridge, we turned away 
from the Gritstone Trail to climb 
southward.  The steep climb and 
brighter weather had sharpened our 
appetites so, just before the 313m trig 
point where David found a small hollow 
providing shelter from the chilly breeze, 
we happy four relaxed for half-an-hour 
to enjoy hot drinks and a sandwich 
lunch before making the return stroll 
from Kerridge End.   
 
Back at Tegg’s Nose, weary – and 
finding the picnic benched tables much 
more welcoming in the fleeting 
afternoon sunshine than they had been 
in the morning rain – we sat awhile, 
enjoying the last of our tea and butties 
and the view across the Macclesfield 
Forest, before journeying home through 
the afternoon traffic.  

  John Anderton
 

Editor’s note: 
Because of the joy he derives from them, John endeavours to describe the route and 
keep a photographic record of as many as possible of the Group’s Second and Third 
Wednesday Walks on his computer.  
While he demurs from publishing them (the walks have almost certainly all already 
appeared in print at some time or other) John is willing to loan certain of the folders on 
compact disc to any one of our computer users who would like to look at them. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
   
 
   
 
 
  (Provided by Margot Usansky) 
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The Family History Group is still 
continuing with its project 
centring around the men named 
on the Cheadle Hulme War 
Memorial and interesting 
information is now being put 
onto computer records.   
Although we have not yet 
extracted all the information 
about the men that is available 
on John Hartley’s site, through 
the Cheadle Hulme web site, 
already we are seeing some 
patterns emerging. 
 
We now can see that some of the men’s 
families had lived around the Smithy Green 
area for many decades, either employed in 
agriculture on the many local farms, or as silk 
weavers in their own homes. Equally as the 
19th century progressed, people came in from 
Manchester and Salford as they prospered in 
merchanting and banking, for example. Other 
jobs emerged as a result too, such as servants, 
grooms for the horse-drawn carriages and 
gardeners. 
 
The churches and chapels were places where 
people met not only for worship but also for 
pleasure, and Ladybridge Cricket and Lacrosse 
club was a meeting place for the young men of 
the area and I don’t doubt, the girls too! 

 
Clearly we are going to be kept 
busy foraging in the Stockport 
Heritage section of the Library as 
well as getting in touch with the 
various organisations and churches 
who may have more information for 
us. This will  broaden the picture of 
Cheadle Hulme up to World War 1.   
We are also hoping to have a walk 
around the area when photographs 
can be taken of some of the places 
of interest such as the little Chapel 
on Grove Lane, the Church Inn and 

the Parish Church.   We plan to make this a 
grand trip out by stopping at some hostelry at 
mid-day for a meal, a rest and a review before 
resuming in the afternoon.   Who needs 
coaches and cars for an outing!! 
 
We also hope to invite John Hartley to a 
meeting in order that he can talk more about 
his research done in regard to the records he 
has looked at. 
 
If anyone in the U3A feels they have any extra 
information relating to the local history of the 
area which they think is relevant, we would be 
happy to hear from them.   They can get in 
touch with Gillian Rowe or Judith Durrant. 
 

Judith Durrant

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
NEWSLETTER ITEMS ALWAYS WELCOME  
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If you would like items published in the Newsletter, please hand them to the 
Newsletter Editor at one of the Members’ Meetings. 

 
 

Closing date for copy for the next Newsletter is at  the Members Meeting on 
Thursday 3 rd August 2006 

 


