adle Hy
one Ime

THE UNIVERSTY OF THE THIRD AGE

NEWSLETTER

Winter 2006 — December Issue

Editor: George Rogers

CHAIRMAN’S LETTER

As | write this, another year approaches its end.
It amazes me how fast these last twelve months
have passed. Cheadle Hulme U3A has continued
to prosper. Membership has increased; our group
activities have been well supported and enjoyed by
all participants. Our monthly meetings have been
well attended to which we have welcomed guest
speakers covering a wide range of interesting
topics.  For all this our thanks go to our group
leaders and activity organisers for their enthusiasm
and hard work in keeping the various facets of our
organisation running smoothly and which, | hope,
have provided pleasure to our membership.

At our next Annual General Meeting in
February, reluctantly we will be saying “goodbye” to
one of our very valuable and hard working
committee members, Errol Formilli. Errol and his
wife Carole are two of the founder members of
Cheadle Hulme U3A and Errol has been our Hall
Steward since we started five years ago, supported
by equally hard working Carole. He has decided
that after five consecutive years the time has come

to draw the curtains and make an exit from that
position and Committee business.

Those of us on the Committee are well aware
of the input they have made, although the
membership as a whole may not appreciate how
much goes on behind the scenes.

This brings me nicely to my next point!
Refreshments are available at our monthly
meetings, which typically seventy to eighty people
attend. However, cups, biscuits, tea and coffee do
not appear by magic! Neither do drinks brew
themselves! Someone does it, mainly Errol and
Carole, supported by the tea/coffee persons’ rota.
There have been various announcements over
recent months for volunteers to offer to assist —
more are always welcome.

No doubt your thoughts will now be focused on
the Festive Season. On behalf of your Committee
I wish all our members a very Happy Christmas
and the very best for 2007, when we hope to
continue to see you all.

Paul Leigh

CHUSA Monthly General Meetings

VISITORS: Potential members are

allowed one visit without joining, and
need to pay £1 on that occasion.
Visitors from other U3As, can come

DATE TOPIC SPEAKER

th House keeping at - .
4" January 2007 Chatsworth Christine Robinson
1* February AGM plus Quiz

a maximum of three times a year

and need to pay £1 each time for the
Cheadle Hulme U3A’s costs to be

covered. This rule also applies to

1* March Skelling Michael Patrick MacDonald

5™ April The Quaker Tapestries Kathy Potts

3" May The Canadian Group Bernadette Murray Robb
of Seven

attendance at Groups of Cheadle
Hulme U3A but the charge may

vary.

The above Members’ Meetings will be held at 2pm in the Methodist Church
Hall on Station Road, Cheadle Hulme, on the first Thursday of each month,

unless otherwise indicated.



EVENTS DIARY

Cyrano de Bergerac T Alma Lodge - Annual 3-course lunch
(“one of the best loved c ld drama”) Friday, 19t January 2007 £13.25
Royal Exchange - W d anuary 2007 Please make cheques payable to

matinee 2.30 pm. Sta eats - £10 (concession) “Cheadle Hulme U3A - Events”

Lowry, Salford - Special group day Wednesday
17" January 2007 at 10.30 am, tea/coffee.
Film “From Here to Eternity” 1953
(Burt Lancaster, Deborah Kerr) The Vortex — The Royal Exchange
followed by a cold buffet lunch. 2.30pm Wednesday 28" February 2007 £10
Tea dance (optional) and free prize draw
Day finishes at 4.00 pm. £9.00

Please make cheques payable to ?a ;

“Cheadle Hulme U3A” for £10

U3A 25" ANNIVERSARY CONFERENCE CRUISE plus AGM in Falmouth

4 days from £129 departs from Falmouth Saturday 15 '™ September 2007
on board MV Athena sailing to Le Havre and then to the Isles of Scilly
and finally back to Falmouth for the AGM.

Included - Visit to Tresco Abbey Gardens and optional excursion to Monet's Water Garden.
For conference or AGM queries , please contact Lin Jonas
Phone: 0208 466 6139 email: national.office@u3a.org.uk Web www.u3a.org.uk/

To book, call Travelscope on 0870 062 5014 (quote code — U3A SGA)
(A leaflet is available for inspection from our membership secretary, Shirley Cawthra)

Athena was totally reconstructed in 1994 and this ex
ocean liner features five well-appointed and comfortable
lounges. Athena passengers tend to be 45-60+ and
mainly British. When all cabins have double occupancy,
the ship provides a space ratio of 29.4 tons per passenger
and a crew to passenger ratio of one for every 2.1
passengers.




Individual members (or pairs/groups) organise events normally for the third Thursday each month.
Walter Fitzpatrick acts as co-ordinator. The only guidelines are reasonable travelling distances and a
maximum of approximately £13.00 per head (excluding tea/coffee or other drinks).

Unfortunately membership of this group is limited because restaurants generally cannot cater for more
than 20 - 24 members. Although a reserve list is held each month in case of an undersubscribed event,
Anne & Roy Gorton have started a second group (see below)

o

Surprise!! Surprise! — our second birthday will
be upon us — or gone- by the time you read this.

Our travels — and travails — have taken us
around the compass and we have enjoyed
Chinese, Thai, French, Italian cuisine as well as the
usual range of UK fare. From a travel aspect
journeys have not been arduous, the furthest being
a mere fifteen miles for a superb menu choice.
This travel aspect is a real problem since you can
soon tire of a limited five mile radius; for example,
so much more choice is available by extending to,
say, ten miles.

Looking at the ease of travel, we are blessed
with a reasonably high complement of members
willing to take passengers. Holiday infringements
can, of course, upset what is normally adequate
cover.

Talking of numbers, a further ten regular
members would help considerably. So why not
join us for a trial run? In return we can offer you
good company, good food, happy conversation —in
all a pleasurable occasion.

Anne & Roy Gorton

group now meets at the Heald Green Village Hall,
Outwood Road on Fridays at 10am — 12 noon.
Although the membership is full, we are now happy
to take names for our waiting list.

Brian Heinz

Some months ago | announced the possible
formation of a weekly Swimming Group. The
aim was to encourage exercise, a return to
swimming after an absence and to improve
techniques. All standards were welcome.

Initial response was very encouraging and
participation was good during the succeeding
weeks then for various reasons, numbers
decreased. | tried to rescue the group by
contacting participating members but to no avail
and so, sadly, | have decided to put this Group
activity on hold for the present. Perhaps at
some future date I, or someone else, will try to
re-activate the Group.

Carole Formilli

We are a very friendly small group of people
interested in all types of music. We meet in
members' houses in the afternoon of the third
Monday of each month for a presentation of
recorded music by one of the members,
perhaps mostly of classical music at the
moment.

Although numbers are limited, we can
accommodate a few more members and you
would be most welcome if you decided to join
us. We actively encourage discussion at our
meetings, which adds to the enjoyment, and
there is no pressure to give presentations.

Joanne Haigh & Derek Moffitt
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Here is some crucial advice | have not come across before. Imagine the scene.

You are alone, maybe miles from a hospital, when suddenly you get a severe pain in the chest that starts to
radiate into your arm and up into your jaw. The obvious thought — Heart Attack! What do | do?

Time is short; you may only have a few seconds to avoid losing consciousness.

1. DO NOT PANIC!

2. START COUGHING REPEATEDLY AND VERY

VIGOROUSLY.

3. TAKE A DEEP BREATH BEFORE EACH

COUGH.

4. THE COUGH MUST BE DEEP INSIDE THE

CHEST AND PROLONGED.

5. EACH BREATH AND COUGH MUST BE
REPEATED ABOUT EVERY TWO SECONDS
WITHOUT LET-UP UNTIL HELP ARRIVES, OR
THE HEART IS FELT TO BE BEATING

NORMALLY AGAIN.

The idea is that deep breaths get oxygen into the lungs and coughing movements squeeze the heart and
keep the blood circulating. The squeezing pressure on the heart also helps it to regain its normal rhythm.
These actions give heart attack victims the chance to get to hospital.

(Passed on with thanks from the Journal of the General Hospital, Rochester, by way of the Crumpsall U3SA
Newsletter and the Manchester Retired Teachers’ Newsletter)

Leslie Davies

U3A TRAVEL NETWORK

Those who may not be aware of the Travel
Network may find the following helpful. Carole and
I have a lot of information appertaining to National,
European and International travel including
Network membership which can be perused in a
red folder to be found on the U3A Notice board
table at the monthly meetings.

Although we are current members of the U3A
National Travel Network, we are purely conduits of
information, so you are very welcome to borrow the
folder for detailed inspection, but please inform us
before you do so.

Errol and Carole Formilli

DID YOU KNOW ?

The king of hearts is the only king without a
moustache on a standard playing card!

A Boeing 747 airliner holds 57,285 gallons
of fuel!

A grandparent is old on the outside but
young on the inside!

A grandmother is a babysitter who watches
the children instead of the television!

There is one slot machine in Las Vegas for
every eight inhabitants!

The Nobel Peace Prize medal depicts three
naked men with their hands on each other's
shoulders!



List of Tradesmen — REMINDER

Our Secretary Joan Wadsworth has kindly offered
to compile a list of trades people (e.g. electricians,
plumbers, handymen, etc.).

If you have any names of people that have done
satisfactory work for you and they are happy to
have their name(s) put forward, then please let
Joan know.

The CH U3A cannot provide any endorsement of
individuals, but the list could provide a starting
base.

A Baptist Church near Ambleside, UK, had the
tiniest error in their recent pew sheet...

THE MEETING
WILL BE GIN
WITH PRAYER
Participants left looking tired and devotional !!
Chris Read

Tools for Self Reliance

I have mentioned this Charity on a previous
occasion. The recycling that is going on at the
moment in this country hasn’t really got underway.
For that reason | am saying that, as this Charity is a
going concern, | urge you to help if you can by
clearing out all unwanted tools, garden implements,
carpentry tools, sewing machines and even
bicycles. They are all refurbished and shipped out
to help poor communities in Africa.

Contact this telephone number — 445 0361 —
and everything, if suitable, will be collected.

Dorothy Doyle

continues to be a great
success story. We have recently increased our
number from 16 to 20, and | feel this is a sufficient
number for this group.
| still receive enquiries from people wishing
to join and wonder whether someone would
consider starting a second group?

Margaret Bohl

There is a proposal for a new scrabble group.
All interested members should contact: Vera Lees

http://www.chu3a.org.uk/

You don’t need to own a computer to look at
the site. All libraries and some cafés also have
facilities to connect to the Internet. It means that
you or your friends will be able to look at up-to-date
information about Cheadle Hulme U3A (and many
other web sites) from anywhere in the world.
Thanks to the sterling work of John Anderton for
the design, with a bit of input from yours truly, we
have something of which we can be proud. The site
is under continuous development as groups
provide details of their activities.

Contact George Rogers with your suggestions for
adding to the site or email CHU3A@talktalk.net

Internet & Computer
Taster Sessions

Age Concern Stockport has taken an active
role in promoting the use of the internet amongst
older people. This is in direct response to a
growing interest, but also in recognition that access
to many public services are moving to IT solutions.
They have recruited and trained special volunteers
to be available to offer relaxed and informal one to
one computer taster sessions.

Sessions are available within the community at
libraries in Stockport for anyone over the age of
fifty, are completely free of charge, they last for
about an hour and you can have as many sessions
as you feel that you need. Topics include word
processing (writing letters to writing books),
spreadsheets, browsing the Internet, sending
emails or any number of other subjects.

Libraries include: Stockport Central Library,
Bramhall, Bredbury, Cheadle, Heald Green, The
Heatons, Hazel Grove and Offerton. Sessions are
held on Tuesday mornings and Thursday
afternoons. They need to be booked in advance.
For details of days and times or to book a session
contact Laura on 0161 480 1211 ext 236

You do not need to be a member of the library to
access the sessions, but you do need to book in
advance.




TECHNOLOGY
GROUP

Co-ordinator lan Reid

Meetings of the Technology Group will be held at the Heald Green Village Hall, Outwood Road on the first

Tuesday of each month

£1 per member is charged at each meeting to cover the cost of hall hire and tea/coffee.

The first meeting of the
2006-7 programme was held at
our new venue in the Heald
Green Village Hall on Tuesday
October 3",

17 members attended an
illustrated talk entitled ‘Gas
storage’ given by Les Roberts
who, in his ‘previous life’ was in
the forefront of coke oven and
gas supply development and
design work.

Commencing with a
historical look at the origins of
gas, coal gas, gas illumination,
and the Davey lamp, he then
referred to the development
and ultimate decline of the
gasometer or gas holder using
the technical term, for the
storage of town gas produced
as a by-product from coal
plants and coke ovens.

These plants were very
large, very expensive to design,
build and operate; potentially
guite dangerous regarding
explosions and serious
accidents but most importantly
they were very dirty issuing
huge amounts of Co2 into the
atmosphere.

The 1950's saw the
development of a national gas
grid map for Great Britain and
the importation of liquid gas to
be stored in vast underground
cavity storage systems prior to
conversion into usable gas.
Huge development costs were
involved including the
conversion of some 40 million
appliances from the old town
gas to the new clean gas
systems. The development of
massive offshore drilling

platforms for the extraction of
natural gas was then briefly
outlined. This information,
supplemented with engineer’s
drawings, a wealth of technical
facts and figures including a bar
chart indicating the world’s
current low reserves of oil and
gas yet high reserves of coal,
were all very thought-provoking
and stimulated discussion
during the refreshment break.

The second half briefly
addressed the energy versus
Co2 conflict and encompassed
other possible sources of
energy supplies, such as
nuclear, tidal, tidal barrage,
solar panels, wind, hydrogen,
etc. before closing with an
interesting questions and
answers session.

Errol and Carole Formilli

The following Technology Group meetings will be at

commencing at 2.00 pm — 4 pm.

the Heald Green village hall on Outwood Road

DATE

TOPIC

SPEAKER

7" November 2006

Energy and Buildings Through the Ages

P. Browne

5" December

History of the Internet

P. MacDonnell

2" January 2007

NO MEETING

6" February History of Electricity Supply in Manchester R. Frost
6™ March G. M. Foods - Blessing or Curse Dr. G. Wilson
3" April Food Additives Dr. L. Davies




Second Wednesday Walking Group

The three monthly walks, during mid-Summer to Antwere each memorable and interestingly differand
I’'m happy to have been able to participate in aliete — despite the demands of grandchildren irnthlelays

and the lure of foreign climes

August—Salford Quays and Ordsall Hall

Historic Ordsall Hall

T

Following a tropical heat-wave in July, Gillian
may have been anticipating a typically hot and
sticky August day when planning the locale for this
fascinating, but easy three-mile walk around former
dockland of the Manchester Ship Canal. In the
event, it turned out to be a comfortable-for-walking,
fairly cool and breezy day with a mixture of heavy
cloud and sunny spells.

Utilising our GMPTE travel passes our group of
12 met up in Piccadilly Station and travelled by
Metrolink tram, on the Eccles line, to Exchange
Quay. Setting off from Trafford Road we crossed
the swing bridge, took a look at one of the two sky-
hooks and then walked along the quayside below
Trafford Wharf Road, to the Imperial War Museum
North building.

Leaving the museum, after a break for morning
coffee, we crossed the footbridge over the
Manchester Ship Canal to the Lowry Centre and
continued along the harbour front, as far as the
Watersports Centre, before turning left to stroll
alongside Mariners Canal. This is a narrow
waterway connecting the Ontario and Erie Basins,
that has been made into a leafy avenue with trees
on either side and lined with attractive balconied
apartment buildings. Returning along the opposite
side of the canal brought us to the Quay House
Restaurant, where we spent a pleasant hour, or
two, over lunch.

Later, leaving the Quays, we crossed Trafford
Road, onto a footpath through to Ordsall Hall.
Here Gillian had arranged for us to be taken on a
tour of the hall and this turned out to be the
highlight of a great day out. The curator, obviously
devoted to saving the Hall for posterity, held us
spellbound for over an hour, bringing history to life
with his description of this historic building and its
furnishings.

After all the bizarre causes to which lottery
grants have been awarded, it is to be hoped that

On parade at the start

et
money can be found to save this ancient reminder
of our rich heritage — a medieval treasure that has
survived despite everything that two centuries of
surrounding industrial activity did to damage it,
including raising the surrounding ground level with
spoil from the ship canal excavations.

September — Alderley Edge

Thanks to Errol and Carole for organising this
delightful walk. Blessed with a fine summer’s day
our happy band of 14 set off on the four-mile
circular stroll around the Edge from the front of
Granthams grocery store, in Alderley village.

Making our way to Mottram Road we climbed to
the Edge along Squirrels Leap. Past the Wizard’'s
Well we progressed on a leisurely stroll clockwise
around the Edge, going via the Armada Beacon,
the mines and various vantage points until,
concluding with the view overlooking Dickens
Wood, out towards Glaze Hill, we walked S.W. to
call at the small N.T. Visitor Centre. Then moving
on to Beacon Lodge we took the path out across
the road to descend through Windmill Woods
where we found a small clearing in which to relax
and have our picnic.

After lunch we continued through woodland and out
via neatly kept paths and verges to go along a lane
of seriously large and well-spaced residences.
Then, turning onto a narrow path between fields,
we saw large on the horizon to the west, the
familiar Cheshire landmark of Jodrell Bank radio
telescope.



A picnic lunch in Windmill Woods

Eventually the path joined a lane down which we
descended between more large properties, mostly
hidden behind dense hedges and shrubberies, to
cross the B5087 and continue on our northerly
route, until we reached Swiss Hill for the steep
descent off the Edge and back through the village
to the start of the walk.

This walk was so much fun it inspired a special
poem from Alice Rawlinson.

Alice’s poem, together with full illustrated
descriptions of this and all the year’'s walks, can be
found in the Walking Groups Diary pages, on the
Web at www.CHU3A.org.uk

The Wednesday Walkers
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Alice Rawlinson

October — Dunham Massey

This easy and popular four-mile stroll, mostly
along canal towpaths, good parkland and field
paths, was led by Ken and Joan.

Unaffected by heavy showers of rain — first
before we set off and again whilst enjoying morning
coffee in the comfort of the National Trust Stables
Café — the rain had eased by the time we set off
from Dunham Town, along the canal towards Little
Bollington.

Moving along the narrow towpath, mostly in
single file, we were unusually quiet and despite or
maybe even because of the rain, our surroundings
seemed atmospheric and autumnally beautiful.

The hawthorn hedgerows were resplendent with
scarlet berries and our progress was marked by
two herons, making a series of short flights, ahead
of us along the canal. On our left there were views
across parkland to Dunham Massey Hall and on
the right, to the west, farm fields stretched along
the Bollin Valley towards Lymm.

Leaving the Bridgewater Canal, at Little
Bollington, we passed that other well-known pub,
the Swan With Two Nicks before crossing the Bollin
over a steel footbridge that was vibrating with the
force of the river in spate.

From an apartment building — a restored former
riverside mill — we followed a track back to the park
entrance, shed our raincoats and, on reaching the
Stable Yard, visited the café.

Refreshed, and with the second downpour of
rain now stopped, we set off along the main drive,
through the deer park. Along the way we passed
close by several deer, does and young bucks,
while in the middle distance, this being the rutting
season, mature bucks were chasing about and
locking horns.

- : Leaving the
park, across
Charcoal Road, we
entered a strip of
- woodland, crossed
a golf course and
- followed paths that
led us back into
Dunham Town next
to the village post
office, opposite the
church, from where
a short stroll
brought us back to
the start.



The Axe and Cleaver pub serve an excellent
lunch and, having managed to be under cover
during the heavy rain, our small party of 10 had
enjoyed a good day out in good company (sans

fine-weather walkers), in beautiful leafy Cheshire
countryside, only a dozen miles from home.

John Anderton

After long winter months, dull damp dark and grey, we sweltered in a tropical heat wave. Now, all too soon, the
days grow short, but fortunately additional summer walks were taken whilst we had the opportunity.

June 28 — Anglezarke

A trip up the M61, beyond Bolton, gave five of
us quite one of the best walks of the year. This 7-
mile stroll around Anglezarke Reservoir, in
Lancashire’'s Little Lakeland, took us through a
wonderland of water, forest and hilltop vistas — to
the beautiful hamlet of White Coppice and up
Healey Nab — a hill above Chorley with views to the
Ribble estuary.

From Anglezarke car park, high on the hillside,
beneath the rocky walls of an old quarry, we
followed a trail anti-clockwise around the lakeshore.
Then, beyond an inlet below another dam, climbed
steeply up through the forested hillside and along
a lane down to the head of the lake. Later, at White
Coppice, we ate our sandwich lunch sitting on
benches, in the sunshine, beside a cricket ground.

Turning S for the return journey to Anglezarke, it
was an easy climb up Healey Nab before the long
downhill stroll, with beautiful views of the reservoir
and the Western Pennines beyond.

August 2 — Monsal Head

Deferred because of the tropical heat of mid-
July, conditions for this varied 6-mile circular walk
were warm and damp with high humidity and light
rain. In the heart of Derbyshire’s limestone country,
among hills and dales, by river and through woods,
with some outstanding views, we walked from
Monsal Head, into the dale to White Lodge. Then
E, along hillside and river bank to Ashford-in-the
Water.

We did enjoy a few bright spells and were able
to sit and enjoy the scenery during lunch beside the
river. However, we were punished later, for linger-
ing in the picturesque Ashford village, when caught
out in the open, by a sudden torrential thunder
storm, in the last mile back to Monsal Head,.

We were wet through and the tiny toilet block
in the car park had to serve as a changing room —
on only the second occasion in nearly five years of
U3A walks that rain has caused “a change of
clothes in the car” to be needed.

August 30 — Cromford Wharf to Lea Bridge

For this easy 6-mile walk it was cloudy with
sunny intervals, up to 19C and a light breeze. The
towpath along the canal, SW from Cromford Wharf,
made for pleasant strolling and the picnic tables at
High Peak Junction were just right for a tea-break.

After leaving the canal in the direction of
Holloway — on the first of this walk's two steady
climbs — the route was mostly through woodland on
clear paths and good going along the edges of
fields.

We took a break for lunch beside Lea Brook
then climbed to Bow Woods where the path along
the hillside, on the way back to Cromford, gave us
good views across the Derwent, to peaks on the
other side of the valley.

September 20 — Grindon and Thor's Cave

A seemingly easy 6-mile walk from Grindon,
our walking quartet made its way S-SE across the
fields and down onto the Manifold Way. At Lee
House Farm we ‘took tea in the garden’ before
going N along the path of the old railway track.

The trail meandered along the valley and,
although we lost count, we understand we actually
crossed and re-crossed the (completely dry for its
full length when we visited) River Ramps some
nine times. Enclosed by hills and woodland on both
sides, we sampled the sweet end-of-season
blackberries as we walked, the path unchanging
until we reached Old Soles Wood. Here the valley
widened and, near the confluence with the also dry
bed of the Manifold River, we had sight of the
majestic rock-face of Beeston Tor.

After a break for lunch, near a small car park —
on the site of the former Leek and Manifold Light
Railway's Grindon Station — we began, with a
strenuous climb, opposite Thor's Cave, the long hill
and field walk over rising ground back to Grindon.



October 10 — Great Budworth and Arley

Seven of us turned out for this 5Y%-mile
exploratory walk. Mostly cloudy, with a light
westerly breeze, we had some light rain early into
the walk, but later enjoyed sunny intervals.

From New Westage Farm we walked through
nearby Gt. Budworth then N across fields, along
paths and lanes and more field paths until we
reached Arley at midday. Finding picnic tables at
the estate’s Stockwell Farm we took a break under
clearing skies.

Continuing S, across Arley Brook and along
farmland tracks and lanes, we found ourselves
accompanying a herd of dairy cattle. They had
joined us through a gap in the hedgerow to make
their way back to the farm. The cows eventually
turned off to the left and we escaped the milking
sheds by departing through a gate, past the
farmhouse and out across the Antrobus-Knutsford
road, to continue straight on towards the tower of
Gt. Budworth Church.

Back at the start, having made use of the
farmer’'s car park, it would have been churlish to
depart without sampling the dairy ice cream — so
we dutifully engaged in a spot of calorie-replace-
ment therapy in the farm café.

October 18 — Hulme End, Revidge and Brund

We were back into double figures (only two of our
walkers still absent, holidaying in the Orient) for this
autumnal 7-mile walk in the mist. We were on the
edge of the Staffordshire Moors, in the SW Peak
District where the gritstone gives way to limestone.

From the Manifold Valley Visitor Centre, in Hulme
End, our route was W to Revidge Hill, a steady climb
rewarded by lunch around the Trig. Pt. From the
heather, in the access land atop the hill, we went N,
down past the Cuckoostones (outcrops of limestone
boulders in gritstone country), E across the Manifold
River to Brund, S along the hillside, and SW back into
the valley to re-cross the Manifold. Back at Hulme
End (having stoically avoided the pub along the way),
we finished off our snacks and drinks, whilst de-
booting, at the picnic tables before going home.

In the absence of way-marks, Brian, armed with
his GPS device, had prevented us from losing the
way. The majority of the party, however, had little
hesitation in rejecting SatNav technology when, at
one point, after a long climb, the correct route
meandered off down a hummocky clough and an
easier direct way lay before us, along a farm track.

John Anderton

The second walk relating
to the project we are
researching based upon the
Cheadle Hulme War
Memorial, began at the
Smithy Public House. This
walk was more rural in its
content, which supported our
census material regarding
several men whose families
before them had carried out
agricultural work, such as
hay cutting. This area was

retaining the name on the
gatepost.

Wychelm Cottage is dated
1725 so demonstrating the
age and type of property
which exists up to this day.
Indeed Beech Cottage in
Grove Lane, is recorded on
old maps. We passed along
Acre Lane where S Barber
had lived and then on into
Moss Lane. This is a very
pleasant Lane indeed with
many large trees that must

strongly associated also with
silkk weaving done in families’
homes and it is known that
these men would walk to
Macclesfield for their silk.

We proceeded down
Grove Lane passing Victoria
Cottage and the Grove Lane

Day and Sunday School -
1846 (now occupied by a
haulage company), to which
we know several of our men
went. Grove House, occupied
according to census material
by one of our men, has been
demolished, being replaced by
modern housing whilst

have been there for some
considerable time. On this
occasion we were not seen as
potential “house demolishers”
but the owner of Mount
Pleasant Farm quite rightly
asked us what we were doing,
being anxious that we were
not “casing the joint” with



a view to future robbery. The
farmhouse is some 300 years
old having being built, it is
thought, about 1725. We
were told that the back garden
is in Cheadle Hulme whilst the
front is in Bramhall. Although
altered in some parts much of
the original structure remains
intact.

We then stopped at Tan Pit
Farm, in Moss Lane, where
the owner demonstrated how
easy it was to look at a
beautiful “old” building and
assume it was original. As he
pointed out, whilst it looked
very old indeed and was
charming, it had been
carefully rebuilt in the original
style even to the large roof
tiles. He did believe that the
old cobbled path was original
to the farm, probably laid in
the 1750s.

He advised us that one of
our men who was said to live
in a cottage on Tan Pits may
not have been right next to the
Farm itself, as some of the
fields in earlier times were not

necessarily adjacent to the
Farm. Interestingly, in a TV
programme where two tree
experts from Kew Gardens
are looking at trees in Britain,
a Tannery was visited, which
is still operating and a
demonstration was given
showing the large skins being
dropped by ropes into deep
pits. These skins remained in
a solution together with oak
bark shavings for some time
while the tannin seeped into
the skins so producing leather.
Leather was such an
important commodity to early
families that most villages had
a tannery.

We continued walking into
Spath Lane and noted 42

Spath Lane, where another
man G. O. Smith had lived
(again providing the
numbering is correct).
Certainly the few houses
were old — 44 was called
Quaintways, whilst 46 was
named Spinners Cottage
confirming the tradition,
particularly among the

womenfolk, of silk spinning
and weaving in this part of
Cheadle Hulme particularly.
Indeed it was mainly as a
result of the railway coming to
Cheadle Hulme, bringing
merchants into the village,
which saw the agricultural
labourers and their women-
folk, turning to other jobs such
as coachmen, gardeners and
servants as the wealthier
professional people wanted
workers.

Our fascinating  walk
finished shortly after passing
157 Grove Lane which is
named Weavers Cottage
providing further evidence of
this trade in this particular part
of Cheadle Hulme.

This area still had its large
trees, little footpaths and fields
giving a taste of what it must
have been like in early
Victorian times.

We retired once again to
the Governors Arms, sitting
outside for a meal in pleasant
sunshine. The gods looked
favourably upon us as we said
farewell and got into our cars
for home, only to see the first
spots of rain fall which very
quickly  turned into a
tremendous downpour. How
lucky we were!

Judith Durrant

George Rogers
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