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CHEADLE HULME UNIVERSITY OF THE THIRD AGE 

 Walking Group 

     Wednesday 13th September 2006  1 
 
The Walk : A four-mile circular, walk from Moss Road in Alderley Edge up Squirrels Leap past the Wizard’s 
Well, and clockwise around the Edge via the Armada Beacon, the mines and vantage points, the N.T. Visitor 
Centre , a picnic lunch in the NT woodland and return through woodland and fields to descend back to the 
village via Swiss Hill . 
 
Conditions : 19-23°, 8-16 m.p.h. S. breeze. Relative humidity 71%. A fine summer’s day.  
Hazy and clammy to start but becoming bright and sunny, with a light breeze, by midday. 
 
Walkers  (14): Carole and Errol, leading with Barbara and John, Keith, Eunice, Patricia, Irene, Roger, Alice, 
Chris, Gillian, Beryl and Derek. 

 
We gathered in Swann Lane, 
Cheadle Hulme, around 09.30  
for an 09.45 departure on the 
short journey to Alderley Edge 
village. Arriving, we turned off 
London road, left, immediately 
after the railway bridge, to go 
down Heyes Lane and then right 
to park near the top of Moss 

Road, just across the road, a short distance from a traditional grocery 
store – possibly Cheshire’s answer to Fortnum and Masons – purveyors of 
the worlds finest food, family grocers since 1947: Granthams of Alderley Edge.  

After setting off from 
beside the shop, there 
was a short delay 
whilst two of our party 

(probably over-excited by the sight of the cheeses and other 
goodies in the grocer’s window) returned to the cars to retrieve 
their forgotten walking poles. From Duke Street, a cul-de-sac next 
to the shop, a footpath led through into Marlborough Avenue and 
on, into a gentle climb, along Moss Lane, Here the tree-covered 
slopes of the Edge filled the skyline ahead of us.  

Crossing Mottram Road and a little to the right of our exit from 
Moss Lane, we stopped to admire extensive high-quality building 
extension work being carried out on a house at the bottom of 
Squirrels Leap.  
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Turning into the lane we climbed steadily, 
diagonally up the hillside to the top of the Edge. 
 

As we climbed Squirrels Leap Lane, the view over the 
hedges, through the trees and gardens to the left, was 
across the village rooftops. We had a brief pause, to 
gather our breath, at the top where the track led into 
National Trust land before continuing along the path past 
the Wizard’s Well. 

We progressed along the Edge to emerge from the woodland out onto a rocky shelf. Here we had a view 
across East Cheshire, towards Stockport and Woodford aerodrome, where an aircraft on the runway, was 
later confirmed as being a Nimrod, the RAF’s long-range maritime patrol aircraft.  
For more information about the Nimrod click on: http://www.raf.mod.uk/equipment/nimrodmr2.html 
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Further along the Edge, we emerged into the 
sunshine at a less densely wooded section, and 
some of the ladies in our party took their ease on 
a carved tree-trunk bench with the walk leader. 
Next, we came upon another vantage point – on a 
smooth rocky outcrop – an ideal spot for a high-
level discussion on a warm sunny day. 

Continuing, we made our way along a narrow, rock path 
above the steeply wooded slope. Eventually, the track led 
us beside a dry-stone wall before turning right to climb 
up to the Armada Beacon. 
 

To find out more about the Armada Beacon click on the following link: 
http://www.megalithic.co.uk/modules.php?op=modload&name=a312&file=index&do=showpic&pid=349&orderby 

You can move back on this link (click on previous picture) for details, map reference, and pictures of other Alderley 
features: Druids Circle, Engine Vein, Stone Age Tools, The Golden Stone and The Wizard’s Well. 

From the beacon we followed a path, out and 
down again towards the Edge, to another rocky 
outcrop providing more fine views across the 
Macclesfield District towards the Pennines. 
This in turn led to the site of mining activity dating 
back to the bronze age. Here the party split 
briefly, most descending down a steep path to take 
a look at the hillside caves, while the remainder 
continued 
along the main 
path to meet 
up again about 
50 yards 
further on.  
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From a vantage point overlooking Dickens Wood, out towards Glaze Hill, we left the 
Edge and walked S.W. towards the small N.T. Visitor Centre, and passed in front of 
the site Engine Vein Bronze Age mine (SJ 861 774). A scheduled Ancient Monument this 
site remains closed until new fencing is installed to protect the area from further serious 
erosion. The small Visitor Centre (and a tearoom that opens only at weekends) is housed in 
a whitewashed old stone building near to the Wizard Restaurant and N.T. (pay and display) 
car park. 

We next took a path from the side of the 
Visitor Centre. This leads between the main 
road and the woods behind the ancient mine 
site before emerging beside Beacon Lodge 
(dated 1854). Across the road the path 
continued, gently down, through the N.T. 
Windmill Woods. Arriving  in a small clearing, 
we found the perfect place to relax and enjoy  
our picnic lunch. 
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After lunch we continued on through the woodland and out via neatly kept paths and verges onto a lane in a 
westerly direction. Just past White Barn Farm, in front of one of the seriously opulent large properties 
hereabouts, we turned right on to a narrow well-fenced path between fields.  
Here, large on the horizon to the west, we saw a familiar Cheshire landmark – Jodrell Bank radio telescope. 

Eventually the path joined a lane which descended gently 
down, between more large properties, mostly hidden 
behind dense hedges and shrubberies, to cross the 
B5087.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All the time passing more, and ever more splendid, 
beautifully maintained homes and gardens, straight out  
of Cheshire Life magazine, we continued our northerly  
route to the bottom of Underwood Road. Then right and then left 
we descended steeply down Swiss Hill onto Mottram Road.  
After stopping in Marlborough Avenue to chat with a gentleman  
and to admire his striking display of over 600 Party Time Begonia and 
Impatiens, we retraced our steps back to the cars.  
 
 

More about Alderley Edge 
A description of the Edge on the Wilmslow Web Site: 
http://www.wilmslow.org.uk/alderley/alderleyedge.html 

Derbyshire Caving Club’s Site and all about the mines 
on the Edge:  
http://www.derbyscc.org.uk/alderley/index.html 
The Magic of Alderley Edge –  
The Current World Archeology Magazine: 
http://www.timetravel-britain.com/05/fall/edge.shtml 
Also on the legendary plane: 
http://myweb.tiscali.co.uk/celynog/alderley_edge.htm 

 


